
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 25 November 2021] 

 p5906c-5908a 
Mr David Scaife; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [1] 

COOGEE COAST 
Grievance 

MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [9.24 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I thank the minister for 
taking my grievance this morning. My electorate of Cockburn is a vibrant and growing community. It is a community 
that is increasingly attractive to young families, with new developments in Yangebup, Beeliar and Lake Coogee 
springing up all the time. I count my wife and I as one of those young families who have moved into the area who 
are enjoying the great amenities Cockburn has. One of the drawcards for the community of Cockburn is the 
much-loved Coogee coast. It is used by locals and people throughout Perth for the great recreational opportunities 
it presents. People can swim and dive along the Coogee coast. I swim at Coogee Beach every week. I also take my 
dog for a walk along Jervoise Bay. There is also a great diving spot around the platform at Woodman Point ammo 
jetty. The Omeo shipwreck is a great snorkelling site, located a little further up the coast. There are boating and 
fishing spots throughout Cockburn Sound. As I mentioned, the Woodman Point ammo jetty is there. It is a very 
popular spot for fishing; it is actually the only fishing platform in Perth’s southern suburbs that is fully accessible 
for the disabled. We have great pedestrian and cycle paths and barbecue areas, which I am sure will be very busy 
over the coming months. Of course, it is a growing place for tourism. There is significant potential for tourism and 
hospitality in the area. It is close to Fremantle. It has two great caravan parks and the redeveloped Coogee Hotel, 
Coogee Common, is a great hospitality venue in the area. 
Today I want to recognise some of the great community organisations that make Coogee such a brilliant area in 
which to live. I want to mention the Coogee Beach Progress Association, particularly its members Daryll Smith, 
Terry Hemsworth, Jon van Santen and Tony Certoma. I also want to mention the Coogee Community Garden and 
its team of Karen and Craig Moulton, John Ivey, Danielle Pascucci, Megan Wishaw and Vicki Discerni. I also want 
to mention the Coogee Beach Surf Life Saving Club and its executive team of Aaron Patton, Paul Maney, Darren 
Spencer, Jacqui Snelgar, Dave Lanfear, Phil Hatt, Patrick Rivers, Aaron Howell, Beth Lewis and Joseph Wooden. 
All those people make an outstanding contribution to ensuring that Coogee is a place that people in my electorate 
and, in fact, throughout the whole metropolitan area, can enjoy. 
As Cockburn continues to grow and as more development springs up across the area, I am focused on ensuring that 
the infrastructure and facilities along the Coogee coast keep pace with community expectations. I am really pleased 
that the McGowan government has been facilitating investment along the Coogee coast throughout the last several 
years and also that the former state government was focused on ensuring that Coogee is the best place to live. 
That saw the state government facilitate significant investment in the area, including making land available for the 
construction of the Coogee Beach Surf Life Saving facility at Poore Grove, the redevelopment of the heritage-listed 
Coogee Hotel into the now very popular Coogee Common, and also making land available for development of the 
Coogee Community Garden. I am involved in all the organisations that I mentioned. The community garden is 
coming along very well; it is really starting to take shape. A gazebo has been put up. I even get my hands dirty; I went 
to the planting day the other day and had a great time. The surf lifesaving club is probably the premier facility of its 
type in Perth. I think the member for Warnbro might claim that the Secret Harbour Surf Life Saving Club is pretty 
good but personally I do not think it has anything on Coogee Beach! 
Despite all the great work that the community and this state government are doing, there is always more to do. 
Since being elected in March as the member for Cockburn on Mark McGowan’s Labor team, I have been listening 
to residents and fighting hard for my local community. Residents are telling me that we need to improve the 
facilities and the infrastructure along the coast in a number of ways. We need to upgrade the fishing and recreational 
infrastructure along the coast. We need to tackle coastal erosion, which is becoming a real problem, particularly 
around areas like C.Y. O’Connor Beach. 
We also need to make the busy Cockburn Road safer. Cockburn Road is a very busy main road that services the 
residential areas around Coogee, the recreational precinct down at Coogee Beach and the industrial area, particularly 
around the Australian Marine Complex. In recent months, a number of constituents have raised with me their 
concerns about the safety of Cockburn Road.  
It is a busy road that gets a lot of traffic because it services those residential and industrial areas, but the recreational 
precinct around Coogee Beach is also very well used, as I have outlined. Families, children, cyclists and a lot of 
pedestrians use that precinct. I recently attended the great Moombaki event run by the City of Cockburn, which 
was a drone light show down at the beach, and when I was driving back along Cockburn Road, it was very busy with 
lots of people crossing over. There is no doubt that we need to improve safety and accessibility for pedestrians in 
that area. That is why I am calling on the state Labor government to deliver a signalised pedestrian crossing over 
Cockburn Road near Coogee Common. I want to be very clear about the feedback to me from residents: residents do 
not want just a zebra crossing; they want a signalised pedestrian crossing along that stretch of road. I am asking today 
for the McGowan government to continue to fight for the people of Coogee. I am standing up today to do my bit 
on behalf of my community to make sure that their voices are heard in this Parliament. I ask the government to listen 
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to the many constituents who have petitioned me, spoken to me at the door and raised this issue in the community, 
and to commit to upgrades on the Coogee coast, including a signalised pedestrian crossing on Cockburn Road. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.30 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn for that 
grievance. As the new member for Cockburn, he has been advocating very strongly for his constituency, particularly 
on this matter. I love Coogee Beach, and I will tell some good stories. A know there are a lot of good beaches out 
there, but when I was living in Roleystone during my university years, I used to drive down the hill, pick up my friend 
who was living in Kelmscott and go to Coogee Beach for the day. It is a beautiful beach. As a result of wandering 
out yonder, I wandered from my house to Coogee Beach last Christmas for our Christmas holidays. I stayed three 
nights at the Coogee Beach caravan park last January. Staying there for three nights emphasised again for me what 
a beautiful part of Western Australia it is. There were a lot of families there. It is a very multicultural area, like it 
has always been, and it is a real drawcard for not only the local areas of Cockburn and Coogee, but also the entire 
corridor. It really is a great place. The kids had a great time jumping off a few jetties. It is a very beautiful place. 
Hopefully, I will get down there a bit this summer as well. 
As the member outlined, the whole area has gone through a transformation. Again, one of my university friends 
lived down there, so I remember going down there at that time. There were big blocks with old Italian houses—
I can say that because I am Italian—but we have seen a bit of a transformation, with the subdivision of properties 
and new double-storey townhouses being built. We are seeing the next wave of families moving through that very 
busy area. 
Cockburn Road plays a vital link in that area, as the member outlined. It provides access to not only key commercial 
areas, but also residential areas that have experienced significant growth, and the beautiful coastline, which people 
access particularly in summer. It is a busy area. The development of the Coogee Common restaurant and its 
beautiful vegetable garden has seen a lot more activity along Cockburn Road. I think there will be more and more 
activity as time goes by, particularly as there are currently empty blocks along Cockburn Road in the vicinity of 
Coogee Common. I cannot remember who is doing what, but I know there is a bit of activity around there. Because 
of the popularity of this area, when people park their cars, they often need to cross the road to get to the beach or 
Coogee Common. Cockburn Road is a very busy area. 
We are investing in this area. One project in which the government has invested $9.7 million under the recovery 
plan is the replacement of the Woodman Point ammo jetty. It is a favourite jetty for many people. People who love 
fishing love going down to that jetty. I have been briefed that we have been out for consultation and there is a real 
keenness to try to make sure that we can keep some of the existing benefits, in particular some of the benefits from 
the snorkelling and diving around the piers in the water. We are looking at how we can not only retain many of those 
benefits but also make it even better. We will be announcing the results of those community surveys, but the surveys 
have seen a lot of activity, because a lot of people enjoy that part of the area. We still see a lot of camp groups, 
girl guides and so forth go down there. Some friends of ours went last weekend. A lot of activities take place there, 
and, as the member outlined, they will continue to grow as the area continues to develop residentially. 
I visited this site last year with the council and the previous member for Cockburn. Of course, the current member 
for Cockburn has raised this with me a number of times since being elected. This is how we can make that 
Cockburn Road crossing safer. People who go down there will realise that there are not many safe places to cross 
the road. There are a number of vehicles—about 14 000 vehicles a day use Cockburn Road—and, as I said, with 
the growing development and activity, people need a safe place to cross in that area. Member, I am pleased to 
advise that we have allocated $750 000 to construct a new signalised pedestrian crossing on Cockburn Road just 
north of Beach Road in Coogee. I think that will help alleviate all those concerns. As the member outlined, it will 
be a signalised pedestrian crossing to make it as safe as possible.  
We are also working with the city on other issues, including the intersection of Cockburn Road and Mayor Road 
in Coogee. The entrance to the deli and fish and chip shop there, together with the caravan park, is posing some safety 
concerns, so we are working to see how we can improve that. Some planning is also underway with the council on 
how we can improve that over time. 
I thank the member for that grievance, I thank him for advocating on behalf of his constituency, and I am very pleased 
that we have committed those funds. The planning has been completed. I think we will see works commence at 
the end of this year and we hope to have that project finished by mid to late next year. 
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